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 Autumn is the time to make new plants from cuttings. Take 10cm cuttings 

from hardwood herbs such as rosemary and bay or natives such as 

banksias, grevillea and coastal rosemary. Remove the lower leaves, dip 

cuttings into hormone powder and pot in small containers of premium 

potting mix. Keep just moist and shelter from strong wind and sun. 

 Trim hedges before the onset of winter to keep them compact and bushy 

from ground level. 

 Gather fallen leaves, grass clippings, kitchen scraps and shredded prunings, 

and layer them in a compost bin. Turn periodically with a garden fork to 

allow air to circulate and feed organisms, and decompose the organic 

matter quickly. Don‘t overload your compost with one particular ingredient 

– maintain a mix. 

 Don’t rush to prune spent seed heads. They provide a wealth of food for 

birds that visit the garden and some may self-seed for next year too.  

 Autumn is rose season, and they look gorgeous at this time of year. Choose 

the ones you love and order them from your local nursery. 

 Start a tradition by planting poppies to commemorate ANZAC day. 

 Strawberries planted now will produce in October and November. Prepare 

the bed by digging in some aged poultry manure or compost. You can buy 

strawberries in pots or punnets, but the cheapest and best way is to buy 

runners in a cardboard box (always buy those that are certified free of virus 

diseases). Space the runners about 30cm apart, and apply mulch to help 

prevent weeds and keep the fruit clean. When flowers appear feed with a 

liquid fertiliser every few weeks. Strawberries will produce well for about 

three years – replace them with new plants in the autumn of the third year. 

 Spinach, cabbage, broad beans, onions, peas, garlic, beetroot, broccoli, 

Asian greens, leeks, parsnips, carrots, lettuces, cauliflower can be planted 

now too. 

 Mulch any citrus trees; making sure the mulch doesn’t touch the trunk. 

 Mulch other plants/trees that may be susceptible to frost come winter. 

 

Autumn is a great time to rejuvenate a garden for the new season and for next 

spring.  A l ittle time spent on jobs now will  help your garden power away in the 

spring.  Most are jobs that the kids would love to be involved with too!  

 

Fun for Kids 

Cut off a pineapple top with the 'shoulders' of the fruit as well as the leaves; plant in a large pot 

with the soil up to the lowest leaves; keep moist by a sunny window, or outside in frost free 

areas- and watch it grow! 
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